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[bookmark: _Hlk156395241]Minutes of the 425th Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 1st December 2025 in Crossford Village Hall

PRESENT:
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       D Hay               Chair 
                       D Quarm          Vice Chair
                       J Lauchlan       Treasurer
                       R Baxter
                       S Ballinger
                       V Carr    
                      A Hibbert               

IN ATTENDANCE:
                     4 members of the public
                     Councillor Glen
                  
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from R Brougham and Cllr Boubaker-Calder. The Chair, D Hay, noted that Rosaleen Brougham, had decided to come off the Community Council, and D Hay thanked her, in absentia, for her years of service. 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th October and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by J Lauchlan and seconded by D Quarm.


2.  POLICE REPORT
 Both Community Police Officers were on dayshift and were therefore unable to attend. However, they provided a Report prior to the meeting, as follows:

“Between 27th October and 30th November 2025 within the Crossford area there were 17 calls to Police via 101 or 999.
3 crimes have been recorded, all detected Road Traffic matters.
 
There is nothing of concern in terms of Community impact.
 
If anything arises from the meeting just let us know and we’ll follow it up.”
 
3.MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Proposal: 
The Secretary, A Rintoul, met with Andy Gargan, Civils Manager, and Colin Graham, Construction Manager, on 26 November. 
The following areas were discussed:
1. Boundary at 20 Douglas Dr: They are still looking at tying the site levels in satisfactorily. The development site is at a slightly higher level than this house, and a retaining wall will have to be built on the Barratt side, otherwise soil will fall onto the Douglas Dr land. AG explained that it was not a question of land being taken, and he is waiting for architects and his technical department to come back with design drawings.
2. Piling: Vibro piling continues for another few weeks. This is the less noisy type. The concrete piling will take place early next year, but should last for only a few weeks. 
3. Bus Stops: As he understands it, there is no requirement for a toucan crossing. Also, he does not believe that Fife Council has a requirement for a new bus stop, either on the north or the south side of the road. We understood that there was such a requirement and ABR will contact Planning and  Transportation to clarify.
4. Public Art: Colin Graham (Construction Manager) said that they would like input from the Community and the School on the type and form of public art. I suggested that their consultants contact Doug and I, and we can forward anything to the School, and we can set up a meeting with them to discuss further.
5. Drainage from SUDS pond across pipelines:  They have held a meeting with INEOS, and have a rough agreement with them, to be finalised with detailed drawings. They are having a site meeting with the farmer next week to discuss. They are still trying to get a site meeting with SGN, who are proving “difficult”. The drainage pipe will go over the pipelines, which are fairly deep, and the drainage pipes must also be a minimum of 1200mm below the surface. There is not much fall to play with – likely to be less than a half metre over the whole distance – so need to be accurate. They would like to start on this soon, and it is likely that they will begin at the two ends and leave the middle bit until they have full written agreements with INEOS and SGN. 
6. Links Park: The feathering at the boundary is being done, and should be finished this week. As far as the hedging is concerned, that will be done with other planting at end January/early February, weather permitting. 
7. Show Homes: These should be completed and open by early March, and we can have a look around them then. They have, he believes, around 800 initial enquiries about the houses. 
8. Completion Date: This is always difficult to forecast, but their hope (as told to Doug at the last meeting) is that each of the two main sites (Barratt Homes and David Wilson Homes) will produce around 40 units per annum, and although the affordable housing completion rate will depend on the provider (which seems likely to be Kingdom HA), it is likely that they will produce a further 20 units or more pa from this, so once they start production in earnest in the Spring, it will likely be a two to two and a half year development programme or thereby. 
9. Gerry Gaffney: He hasn’t heard from him, although he believes that solicitors are involved, so he is leaving discussions with them, but he thinks that it is likely that his sewerage etc will be tied in with the Douglas Dr sewerage. 
Andy Gargan may and may not still be around at the time of our next meeting, but it is likely that by then Colin Graham will be playing a more central role. He joined this meeting part of the way through.
It was agreed that we would continue to pursue planters at the west end of the village with Colin Graham when discussing Public Art. Cllr Glen noted that he had a meeting later in the week to discuss a Fife-wide Public Art strategy, although its conclusions would probably come too late for this site. He suggested that we think of historical matters such as the Witches’ Stone which could be utilised in some form in the Public Art.
The SUDS drainage was discussed, and it was confirmed that the drainage from the SUDS pond to the west would be gravity fed (unlike the sewerage, which would be pumped from some areas into the existing system). A discussion took place on what would happen if the drainage from the SUDS pond exceeded the current natural drainage to Mr Forester’s ditch, and no agreement could be reached with Mr Forrester. Cllr Glen noted that they have to demonstrate to Planning that they have a legal and practicable solution for the drainage from the SUDS pond, otherwise the houses might not be permitted to be occupied.
J Lauchlan asked whether Barratts would be installing fibre optics for broadband, and A Rintoul confirmed that they would ask this question at the next meeting.
Carnegie’s Way   
A Hibbert reported that he is still awaiting a formal response from Holly Hunter of Fife Council regarding the proposed Steering Group update meeting. As far as progress is concerned, Cllr Glen understood that work on the design would begin soon, and that the next stage would begin next year. However, as A Hibbert pointed out, work was substantially behind the original projected timeline, and even once the design is completed, they would still have to go to Jonathan Hunt regarding the acquisition of the land necessary for the project. 
Playpark
V Carr reported. Kirsty is attending an event at Crossford Primary School (Christmas Fayre) and will have a stall there about the Playpark. The school will also run a discussion with pupils in the New Year about what they want in the Playpark. V Carr noted that the first stage of the project involves carrying out the Consultation and getting feedback from parents, teachers and children.
 Cllr Glen asked whether contact had been made with Kevin O’Kane of Fife Council, who is in charge of the Playparks Strategy, and V Carr confirmed that he had tried to contact him, without success. He also confirmed that he would be contacting other Community Groups such as Scobie Place in Dunfermline, and Cardenden, and with Peter Wilson at Limekilns, as they have all raised funding for similar proposals, and we need to find out more about non-Council funding opportunities. He will also follow up with Fife Environmental Trust, as suggested by D Hay, regarding potential grants.
[bookmark: _Hlk215774581]He also confirmed, in response to a question from a member of the public, that there would be an area for accessible play equipment, suitable for those with disabilities.
Footpath repairs 
Targate Rd: A Hibbert reported. That part of the path which was very overgrown has been completely cleared by Ronnie Collins and his team from West Fife Woodlands. One remaining problem is the drainage at the point where the path joins the area to the junction with the stables. It was agreed that A Hibbert will contact Ronnie Collins to see if he and his team can continue their work by putting in drainage at this point (presumably a perforated pipe backfilled with gravel, and taken away from the path). 
The other problem is signage. Essentially, there isn’t any now, from the northern end at Carnock Rd. It is important that we put in signage from Carnock Rd, as it is almost certain that many potential users don’t know that there is a Core Path from Carnock Rd to Crossford. It was suggested that we get signage at the junction with Carnock Rd, where Targate Rd comes off it. It was agreed that Cllr Glen will liaise with Catherine Wilson of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust (FCCT) to get their support for better signage, and go to Transportation with a request that they incorporate signage for the Core Path onto the sign for Targate Rd. It was noted that if cost was an issue, we could use the funds in our accounts set aside for Rights of Way to assist.
Woodland Walk:  D Hay will get in touch with Ronnie Collins to see whether he would be prepared to lead a team putting in the drainage under the part of the Woodland Walk path which floods, and for which drainage pipes were provided.
R671 (Waggon Rd) footpath: This will also be discussed by D Hay with Jim Wylie in due course. What is really needed is a gravel walk with a membrane underneath.
MUGA : 
Cllr Glen is in touch with Shaun Crosbie and is making some progress. Matters are still with Fife Council’s legal team, and Cllr Glen will follow up again.

Morar Rd green area trees
A Rintoul has arranged to meet Stephen Duffy and other members of the Ground Maintenance team on 4 December on site to walk over all of the Wimpey Estate green areas, and agree a plan to deal with them, if possible.
Pavement Parking
Cllr Glen has not yet received a response from Stagecoach on the query during the last meeting on whether they could use smaller buses on the Crossford local route.
Edinburgh Airport runway changes consultation:
A Rintoul had emailed the Committee and noted that there would seem to be little which affects us. There would be around ten departures per day on Runway 6, and these would be south of us, closer to the Forth Estuary, at a height of 6000 ft. He did not think there was any need to contribute to the Consultation. J Lauchlan queried whether the Runway 6 departures would not involve an increase in noise levels, even at 6000ft. A Rintoul understood that the purpose of the changes was to reduce noise levels over built-up areas and have more air traffic over the Forth Estuary itself. He will look at this again and let the Committee know if he believes that we need to respond.
4.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
The meeting was informed that D Hay is still waiting for the Gala Committee to respond. It was agreed that we would need further guidance from Fife Council in any event. D Hay will follow up with the Gala Committee by email, copying Cllr Glen into that. Cllr Glen also suggested that we contact “Youth 1st”, a Scotland wide organisation which can help with PVG Certificates, as well as Craig Allan of Fife Council and Fife Voluntary Action.

5. COMMUNITY RECOVERY FUND
Suitable signage is still to be put in place, as well as Information Boards. D Hay has been in contact with Ronnie Collins about erecting Notices and Information Boards.
A Hibbert queried exactly what the Community Council would like him to do regarding drone footage. It was explained that CCC thought that a photo from drone footage might be of use as a backdrop for the information board on paths etc, but A Hibbert pointed out that this would be very difficult as trees etc would almost certainly obscure the routes of the paths, and suggested that using a map such as the Ordnance Survey map as a background might be better. Cllr Glen suggested that a mapping tool such as “Plot a Route” or other similar mapping tools might be helpful, and do what we want. D Hay will follow up on this. 
D Hay is also still trying to get information from John Ford of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust regarding types of bird boxes.
A question was asked about the responsibility for future maintenance. It was noted by a member of the public that the paths were already narrowing due to vegetation spreading into the paths from the adjacent areas. D Hay will speak to Ronnie Collins to ask whether he and his team would be able to keep them clear in the future, possibly cutting the vegetation back once or twice a year.
A member of the public also asked about the position when Fife Council staff sprayed behind the allotments (usually to kill Giant Hogweed). She suggested that, for the benefit of pedestrians and dog-walkers, they put up a sign, either to say if it is harmful to humans or animals, or – if not – to confirm that it is safe for humans and animals. The Secretary, A Rintoul, will email Peter Duncan about this. 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair, D Hay, noted that we have received the LCP Funding of £6,500, and distributed £3,000 to the Gala Committee.
He also noted that “Gus’s Gardening Services” will be making new three-tier planters for us, to be ready for next spring’s planting out. 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer presented his Report: 
Funds at 30th November 2025
			
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£11,653.09

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Fife Council LCP 
	£6,500.00
	

	
	£6,500.00
	£18,153.09

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge (x1)
	£4.25
	

	Benches x2 (Fife Woodland Trust)  
	£300.00
	

	Village Hall (Flower Donation 2025)
	£300.00
	

	Village Hall (Hall Hire 2025)
	£250.00
	

	Secretary Expenses
	£30.00
	

	Crossford Gala Committee (Gala Event)
	£3,000.00
	

	
	-£3,884.25
	£14,268.84

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£2,890.91
	

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes
	£500.00
	

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£11,300.37
	£2,968.47

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£2,968.47

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	
	

	N/A
	£0.00
	

	
	
	



He noted that:
· The Annual Grant form has been re-submitted, and we should get the sum of £750 shortly.
· He is happy to move funds to an income-generating account, which might help to counteract the service charge which we now have to pay for the account.
· We have a “spendable amount” of £2,968.47.
	
	


8.  COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE
J Lauchlan noted that he still had some actions to do on the website. 

9. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul noted that, with holidays, it would be later in the financial year before he would have an opportunity to complete the Local Place Plan. Fife Council are putting together the new Local Development Plan, and the next stage for that is for Scottish Government to accept the Draft, and it will then have to go out to public consultation. It was noted that our Draft Local Place Plan had been accepted for input into the Local Development Plan. Cllr Glen noted that Fife Council intend to go out to public consultation on it in July 2026.
J Lauchlan will set up a meeting with the School PTA so that something can be included about a permanent replacement Nursery building.

10. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
 D Quarm has met with those involved in the production of the Crossford Chronicle, and an issue will come out in December. A Rintoul will provide a Community Council update for the issue. It was also agreed that we would use manual delivery, as before.

11.CORRESPONDENCE
1. FVA 281025
2. Police Scotland re Nitrous Oxide.291025
3. Email from Holly Hunter re design team.311025
4. FVA Volunteering.311025
5. Weekly list.021125
6. Dunfermline Greenspace.031125
7. Forth Estuary Forum email.031125
8. FVA Newsletter.041125
9. FVA newsletter.071125
10. Weekly List.101125
11. FVA Children etc.121125
12. Scotways receipt.131125
13. Scotways welcome email.131125
14. FCCT re signage at Targate Rd.171125
15. Email re Katrine Dr culvert.171125
16. Weekly List 171125
17. Email from Amey re gritter.191125
18. FVA Newsletter.211125
19. Email re Fiona Cobban re park lighting.211125
20. Weekly List.231125
21. FVA Newsletter 241125
22. FVA Newsletter.251125
23. FC to ABR re Culvert.251125
24. FVA Newsletter 281125
25. Email from Stephen Duffy re trees.281125
26. Forth Estuary Forum AGM Notification.301125
A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members.


12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
30/10/25       24/02361/NMV1    Non material variations    Land to west of Crossford
                                                  Re External elevations   at Barratts, Cairneyhill Rd
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.


13. AOCB

i) A member of the public asked whether the lighting could be improved in King George V Park. The following possibilities to improve the lighting were suggested:
a) Switch on floodlights earlier, at say 16.00
b) Add extra floodlights onto existing poles, but facing the park
c) Upgrade the existing lights on the path to make them brighter
d) Install floodlights at the basketball pitch, so it feels safer
e) Install floodlights on the west wall of the Scout Hall, facing the park
It was agreed that D Hay would adjust the setting for the floodlights                                so that they come on at 15.30, and go off at 21.30.  The difficulty with additional floodlights is that these would require planning permission, which would both take time, and might well be unsuccessful – it would be almost certain that some nearby residents would not want brighter lighting, particularly those beside the Scout Hall who would be most affected. Cllr Glen suggested that the lighting by the path might be improved by replacing the column heads with new LED lighting, although no-one can guarantee how much brighter this would be. He also said that Paths for All might be a source of funding if necessary. A Rintoul would be meeting Stephen Duffy on 4 December on another matter, and would take the opportunity to raise this with him.  
ii) A Rintoul noted the email from Fife Estuary Forum regarding their potential demise, and whether we still wish to remain members. He had sent a holding email, saying that we would for now remain members, and it was agreed that he would contact the Board Member (Iain Rennick) whom he knows personally, for more information.
iii) R Baxter noted that SGN were replacing the gas pipes throughout Crossford, and were currently on the Wimpey Estate, at Morar Rd. This was causing some inconvenience as they were using the cul-de-sac at the west, going through to the Keavil, for temporary storage of surplus soil. He has tried to get this moved without success. He will provide the Secretary, A Rintoul, with contact details for SGN representative, and the Secretary would follow up. 

13. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 12th January 2026, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford

ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to send on Police Report for the period until the Community Council meeting.
2. A Rintoul to check with Planning and Transportation re whether there is a requirement for Barratt Homes to provide new bus stops and/or a toucan crossing.
3. D Hay and A Rintoul to continue to pursue planters at the western edge of the village, and to contact Colin Graham of Barrats re a meeting regarding Public Art.
4. A Rintoul and D Hay to find out at next meeting whether Barratts would be providing fibre optics for internet connectivity
5. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to discuss with Education whether the change in house types (with more smaller and cheaper houses, suitable for families with younger children) impacts on the additional number of children expected in Crossford Primary School.
6. V Carr to contact Kevin Okane of Fife Council, re Playparks.
7. V Carr to work with resident who teaches at Cairneyhill PS to put something together for consultation with parents and children at Crossford PS, the aim being to have this prepared by the time of the School Christmas Fayre on 6 December.
8. V Carr to contact groups at Cardenden, Brucefield and Limekilns to discuss their fundraising, and with Fife Environmental Trust re grants.
9. D Hay to speak to Ronnie Collins, to ask whether he and his team can continue with their work on Targate Rd by putting in drainage at the point where the path from Crossford meets the stables.
10. Cllr Glen to liaise with Catherine Wilson of FCCT to get their support for better signage for Targate Rd, and to contact Transportation re incorporating signage on the road sign for Targate Rd.
11. D Hay to discuss possible improvements to footpath R671 (Waggon Rd) with Jim Wylie, and to discuss drainage under the Woodland Walk with Ronnie Collins.
12. Cllr Glen to contact Shaun Crosbie again regarding the MUGA.
13. Cllr Glen to contact Stagecoach to see whether they could use smaller buses on the Crossford route, as narrowing roads due to the ban on pavement parking has caused difficulties for drivers and other road users.
14. A Rintoul to look again at Edinburgh Airport Runway changes to ensure that there is unlikely to be any adverse effect on Crossford.
15. D Hay to contact Gala Committee again re PVG Certificates, and also to contact Youth 1st, Craig Allan of Fife Council, and Fife Voluntary Action.
16. D Hay to look at mapping tools such as “Plot a route” which could be used as the backdrop for the Information Boards, and to again contact John Ford of FCCT re types of bird boxes.
17. D Hay to contact Ronnie Collins re possibility of his team keeping the paths behind the allotments clear of vegetation
18. A Rintoul to contact Peter Duncan re signage when Fife Council are spraying Giant Hogweed and other weeds behind allotments and elsewhere
19. J Lauchlan to arrange to move funds to an Account which would bear interest, and to update website.
20. D Quarm to continue progress towards the production of the next edition of the Crossford Chronicle, and A Rintoul to provide a Community Council update by 10 December.
21. A Rintoul to continue drafting Local Place Plan
22. J Lauchlan to set up meeting with School PTA re information for Local Place Plan
23. A Rintoul to send Minutes to Treasurer in PDF form
24. D Hay to adjust timer for floodlights at King George V Park
25. A Rintoul to discuss new and better lighting on the poles on the footpath through King George V Park with Stephen Duffy
26. A Rintoul to discuss Forth Estuary Forum with Iain Rennick, Trustee
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