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[bookmark: _Hlk156395241]Minutes of the 426th Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 12th January 2026 in Crossford Village Hall

PRESENT:
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       D Hay               Chair 
                       D Quarm          Vice Chair
                       J Lauchlan       Treasurer
                       R Baxter
                       S Ballinger
                       V Carr    
                                    

IN ATTENDANCE:
                     1 member of the public
                     Councillor Glen
                  
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from A Hibbert and Cllr Boubaker-Calder. 

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st December and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by J Lauchlan and seconded by D Quarm.


2.  POLICE REPORT
 Both Community Police Officers were on annual leave and were therefore unable to attend. However, they provided a Report prior to the meeting, as follows:

“Report for December 2025 as follows: 
18 calls/incidents raised to Police via 101 (non-emergency), 999 (emergency), or online via “Contact-us”
2 crimes were identified/recorded during the month – these arose from the same incident which was a road traffic matter and possession of a small amount of a controlled drug (Cannabis) – the individual involved has been charged/reported.
There is nothing to report of any community impact or concern.
Unfortunately, the lower half of our pop-up police officer was stolen by unknown person(s) whilst attached to the lamppost on Main Street, Crossford a few weeks ago. We are in the process of repairing other damaged parts so will hopefully have a “full” one in working order soon.
Can I also make you aware of the winter safety campaign to share with your members/attendees. This will take place at Dobbies Garden Centre from Sunday18th January to Tuesday 20th January inclusive.”

3.MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Proposal: 
The Secretary, A Rintoul, has emailed the Barratt team regarding a further meeting, but has not yet heard from them. 
The Chair, D Hay, reported on correspondence which he has had with Gerry Gaffney of Pitfirrane House. Mr Gaffney notes that:
a) Barratt currently have no agreement with National Gas for their drainage pipe to cross the gas pipeline, and without that legal agreement he doubts that there is an enforceable mechanism, as required by the DPEA Reporter under Suspensive Condition 2, in place.
b) Although Barratts may seek to make a permanent connection into the Douglas Dr sewer, he is not obliged to utilise it, nor to abandon or modify the existing compliant private sewerage arrangement. Any connection into a new private or public sewerage system would extensive and intrusive replumbing of his property, and would potentially result in both the loss of a Council Tax rebate which is currently received, and the possible exposure of outbuildings and hardstanding to non-domestic rateable value-based drainage and sewerage charges, which could be very substantial. 
c) He is concerned about a high-level overflow from their lagoon, as there do not appear to be the expected pollution prevention controls in place. He has also asked Fife Council to investigate whether Barratt has complied with the approved Construction Method Statement, as run-off should percolate naturally and not be connected to external drainage; this appears not to be the case. He has also requested information regarding how contaminated land risks were assessed in relation to the lagoon area.
The Chair, D Hay, also noted that Robert Forrester, who owns the land to the west of Pitdinnie Rd, has written to Robert Simpson (Lead Officer, Development Control, Fife Council) regarding a number of points relating to the surface water drainage. He believes that Barratt have failed to submit drainage plans to Fife Council which are true, accurate and complete, and that the plans submitted are both misleading and incomplete, and omit reference to a historic field-to-field bridge which could suffer damage in the event of an increased discharge of surface water. There is currently no agreement in place between Mr Forrester and Barratt regarding any discharge onto his land. He has asked Fife Council to investigate these issues urgently, both to enforce the planning conditions and to prevent any further unlawful discharge through his land. 
The Secretary, A Rintoul also reported on two issues regarding the Pitconochie development. He had emailed Jamie Penman of Fife Council Planning regarding Barratt’s apparent belief that they are not obliged to provide bus stops, shelters etc on each side of the A994, on the frontage of the site. The Secretary had noted that Condition 1 0f 17/03471/PPP set out a detailed list of transportation requirements, including the provision of “an additional pair of bus stops, borders, shelters and road markings”, and that Condition 1 of this Permission requires these to be provided prior to the occupation of the 50th house. 
Mr Penman confirmed that although the original consents have been updated, the PPP still contains this condition. He will double check with Transportation, and revert to the Secretary. 
The Secretary also wrote to Andrew Geddes (Lead Consultant, Roads and Transportation) regarding flooding which occurred on the A994 outside the development, possibly as a result of overflow from the development area, and whether action could be taken to ensure that the risk of repetition is minimised. As Mr Geddes is retiring, he has passed this to colleagues who will get back to the Secretary.
Carnegie’s Way   
The Chair, D Hay, reported on an online meeting which had been held earlier that day, attended by himself, A Rintoul, A Hibbert, Holly Hunter of Fife Council and the Project Engineer. 
It was agreed that D Hay would meet the Project Engineer on site on 26 January, to walk over the potentially affected land, and to explain the issues involved. The expectation is that both the north and the south sides of the A994 will be looked at, and although it is still likely that the southern route will be preferred as it has cost and deliverability advantages, the north side will have to be considered too, as the landowner Mr Hunt has indicated a preference for the northern route. It is hoped that initial plans will be available by March, and that ground investigations can take place in March/April.
Playpark
V Carr reported. Kirsty attended an event at Crossford Primary School (Christmas Fayre) and had a stall there about the Playpark. The school ran a discussion with pupils in the New Year about what they want in the Playpark, and much useful feedback from the children was obtained.
[bookmark: _Hlk215774581]He confirmed that he had contacted Kevin O’Kane, and was now in discussion with Mr O’Kane’s colleague Claire, and awaits a date to meet with her. 
He has also started to investigate funding, and has reached out to the Robertson Trust. However, it is clear that we need to have a much clearer idea of exactly what we want the playpark to look like before we can submit a funding request, and this is also likely to be true of potential National Lottery funding. 
It may also be possible to apply for an “Accessibility Grant” for those facilities which are intended for children with a disability, and this will also be investigated. He is still to speak with the representative from the Brucefield group.
A query was raised about whether the housing developers, Barratts, could help with provision, as Cairneyhill had benefited from the financial support for a MUGA from a housebuilder. However, there is nothing in the planning permission which Barratts have which required them to provide such support, and they will not do so.
Footpath repairs 
Targate Rd: A Hibbert was unable to attend the meeting, but had provided a written report to the Secretary, A Rintoul. With regard to Targate Road, Catherine Wilson of FCCT intends to visit the stables this month to discuss the situation with Susan Jack and to discuss signage in particular.  Following his previous visit, he went back to measure up for drainage etc. and had another chat with Susan Jack.  She is happy for us to improve the drainage and erect a gate - both of which are to her advantage and he discussed in general terms possible signage on the style circulated earlier.  She is quite wary about where the signage will be placed at the north end of the stables but that will be discussed with Catherine Wilson of FCCT. Susan Jack has no problem with signage located at the location of the proposed gate.
With regard to drainage, A Hibbert had had second thoughts on what needs to be done as Susan Jack wants to be able to access the pipework through rodding eyes.  That being the case, it might be that open concrete channelling might be a better idea.  It would be more permanent, much more robust and much less likely to be damaged by anyone with malice.  It was also discovered that just below the wet muck (the silt from the washbay) there is solid hardcore so just by diverting the washbay outlet over concrete channeling directly into the drain on the stables’ premises and clearing the muck off the hardcore, the problem of the ankle deep mud would be solved.  A site meeting with Ronnie Collins would probably allow us to find the best solution, and he suggested that once he returned from his break, we arrange a meeting with Ronnie.  Some fresh gravel would help as well to enhance the visual cue as to where the path and gate are.

With regard to a new gate, that will cost around £300 and again, we need input from Ronnie regarding width to allow machinery such as the flail mower to access it.  The only stipulation is that the gate must be able to be seen from the bridge on the approach to the stables from the north i.e. providing a visual cue for walkers approaching from the Carnock Road side. The favoured location for the gate would be slightly south of the washbay outlet.
Susan Jack promised to send her video of the floodwater running down the lane but had at the date of the meeting not yet provided it.  He will chase this up on his return.  In any event the flooding from the lane is something which should be discussed by her with Jim Wylie, whose permission should really be sought for the gate and drain as they will be on his land.
It was noted that if cost was an issue, we could use the funds in our accounts set aside for Rights of Way to assist.
Woodland Walk:  D Hay will get in touch with Ronnie Collins to see whether he would be prepared to lead a team putting in the drainage under the part of the Woodland Walk path which floods, and for which drainage pipes were provided.
R671 (Waggon Rd) footpath: This will also be discussed by D Hay with Jim Wylie in due course. What is really needed is a gravel walk with a membrane underneath.
MUGA : 
Cllr Glen has been in touch with Shaun Crosbie and the lease has now been terminated. The Community Council will continue to retain the funds which have been set aside for improvements and maintenance. This matter has now been closed.

Morar Rd green area trees
A Rintoul A site meeting was held on 4 December. Present were A Rintoul and S Ballinger of Crossford Community Council, and Stephen Duffy (Fife Council, Manager, Ground Maintenance), Brian Taylor (Fife Council arborist) and James Murphy (standing in for Paul McLelland).
Morar Rd trees:  BT looked at the trees from an arborist’s viewpoint. They were not the trees which would be planted now – out of scale for the adjacent houses – but they are there now. They are all healthy, but he felt that it would be prudent to remove one of the trees and to crown raise the others, to let in more light to the adjacent houses. They would also look at taking away a limb of one of the trees on the east side which is over the garden and partly over a garden shed. This would have to be done next year, as he would have to see the trees in full leaf before doing the work, to identify any limbs which are dead or dying. 
The Ground maintenance team will stump grind / remove stumps of trees which have previously been felled. There is a small area from a previous stump that requires topsoil and seed to level the ground.
Removal of the No Ball games sign will be carried out back filling / seeding the remaining hole
Morar Rd/Maree Pl/Keavil Access Rd: The main problem here is a row of six mature alders. They are again all healthy, although one has some smaller limbs which could fall and which needs to be attended to. This will be attended too, and they will again do some crown raising in order to raise the canopy to let more light through to the houses and gardens.
“Y” at Venachar Pl/Dunvegan Ct/Arkaig Dr: There are two very mature cherry trees close to the houses at the Venachar Pl access. He will again monitor these closely when they are in full leaf, to see what needs to be done to them. There are also three trees at the southern boundary (one to the west of the Arkaig Dr access path, two to the east of it), all of which have some issues, and some work may well be needed to all three. One of those to the east overhangs a garden, and the householder would like it cut back. In addition, he will again look at doing a crown raise on the mature cherries, and on the group of three trees which are in the western part of the site.
One tree is showing signs of decay and may require removal in the future
Land to rear of Arkaig Dr, bounded by burn: There are three cherries at the entrance pathway, none of which are in good condition. It may well be that all three of these will have to be removed. They have already taken one limb off another tree, and will do a crown raise of those which are closer to houses. GM will review the 3 trees with BT to agree removal and stump grinding.
Rear of Pitfirrane Park, adjacent to path to Keavil: Fife Council’s information was that the trees here are on land owned by the Keavil, so Fife Council are unable to act (I checked on the ScotLIS website later, and this shows this area as belonging to the Keavil). BT did notice that one mature tree has a very substantial amount of ivy climbing up most of its height, and this can (by reducing leaf growth and reducing photosynthesis) adversely affect trees. He suggests that this tree would need to be looked at by the Keavil. However, a resident has told A Rintoul that she has been informed by the Keavil that these trees are in a small area which is still owned by Fife Council, and A Rintoul will investigate.
Pavement Parking
Cllr Glen is still awaiting a response from Stagecoach on the query during the last meeting on whether they could use smaller buses on the Crossford local route.
Edinburgh Airport runway changes consultation:
A Rintoul had emailed the Committee and noted that there would seem to be little which affects us. There would be around ten departures per day on Runway 6, and these would be south of us, closer to the Forth Estuary, at a height of 6000 ft. He did not think there was any need to contribute to the Consultation. Having looked at it again, he was still of the view that this was the case, and it was agreed that there was no need to respond to the Consultation.

Spraying to rear of Allotments
A Rintoul noted that he had had an exchange of correspondence with Fife Council. He has written to Peter Duncan, who had passed the query to Stephen Duffy to respond. An issue was raised by a member of the public at our December meeting regarding spraying. Even if the liquids sprayed to control Giant Hogweed and other pernicious weeds are safe, members of the public aren't always aware of this. It didn't much matter before the formation of the Woodland Walks as hardly anyone walked that way, but these are now very popular walks. 
The Secretary had asked whether it would be possible for Fife Council to provide some reassurance to members of the public, perhaps by putting up a sign after spraying confirming that it is safe for both walkers and pets. Stephen Duffy had responded that they would treat the area early in the season and monitor it regularly to ensure the pathway is clear.
They did not intend to put signs up as the public are responsible for their own safety while out in the woodland / countryside.
A Rintoul did not think this was a satisfactory response and had told Stephen Duffy that he thought that what residents needed to know was whether it is safe to walk by there, either on their own or with their dogs, immediately after the spraying is carried out. He asked Stephen Duffy to confirm that is it safe to do so, with no potential harm to either people or dogs. 
He is awaiting a response and will chase up with Stephen Duffy.
Lighting in King George V Park
A Rintoul noted that he had walked the path through the park with Stephen Duffy. They had noticed one lighting column which was partially corroded, and which will have to be replaced. Stephen Duffy will also look at whether they can replace the lighting arms with more modern ones which provide more light. A Rintoul will keep in touch with Stephen Duffy regarding this.
Cllr Glen noted that John Michell of Fife Council is currently carrying out a survey of lampposts, which might impact on this.
Forth Estuary Forum
A Rintoul reported that he had had a discussion with Iain Rennick (a Trustee of Forth Estuary Forum) who had informed him that it was likely that it would probably become a voluntary organisation with no paid staff. He would let me know once a formal decision had been made, but it would in all probability continue to function in that capacity.
4.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
 D Hay is still waiting for the Gala Committee to respond, and will once again contact them regarding PVG Certificates and other matters. 

5. COMMUNITY RECOVERY FUND
Suitable signage is still to be put in place, as well as Information Boards. D Hay has been in contact with Ronnie Collins about erecting Notices and Information Boards.
. D Hay is still to follow up on the “Plot a Route” and other similar mapping tools, and is also still trying to get information from John Ford of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust regarding types of bird boxes.
. D Hay has walked the paths to investigate whether the vegetation needs to be cut back, and he concluded that with the winter die-back, there was no need for further cutting, or to speak to Ronnie Collins about it. 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair, D Hay, noted that he had nothing to report which was not covered elsewhere in the Meeting.

7. TREASURER’S REPORT
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£14,268.84

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Community Council Annual Grant 
	£685.96
	

	
	£685.96
	£14,954.80

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge (x1)
	£4.25
	

	Supplies for Crossford Chronicle  
	£4.74
	

	
	-£8.99
	£14,945.81

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£2,890.91
	

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes
	£500.00
	

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£11,300.37
	£3,645.44

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£3,645.44

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	
	

	N/A
	£0.00
	


	
	
	


The Treasurer reported that he is still to receive the reimbursement for the CCTV cost of £52.
The Balance is £3,645.44, but it is expected that there will be payments to be made to Ronnie Collins and Gus’s Garden Services of around £1,000.

8.  COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE
J Lauchlan noted that he still had some actions to do on the website. 

9. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul noted that, with holidays, it would be later in the financial year before he would have an opportunity to complete the Local Place Plan. Fife Council are putting together the new Local Development Plan, and the next stage for that is for Scottish Government to accept the Draft, and it will then have to go out to public consultation. It was noted that our Draft Local Place Plan had been accepted for input into the Local Development Plan. Council intend to go out to public consultation on it in July 2026.
J Lauchlan will set up a meeting with the School PTA so that something can be included about a permanent replacement Nursery building.

10. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
 D Quarm has met with those involved in the production of the Crossford Chronicle, and an issue will come out in January. A Rintoul will provide a Community Council update for the issue. It was also agreed that we would use manual delivery, as before.
S Ballinger noted that there were a number of Village Organisations which would normally submit reports to the Editor for inclusion in the Chronicle, but he was aware of some which had not been approached for a Report on this occasion. D Quarm noted that he had been working from a list provided by Mike Morgan, and if it is incomplete then S Ballinger can send him contact details for those organisations which he believes have not been approached.
The Chair, D Hay, noted that progress appears to be being made and he hoped that an issue would come out by the end of January.


11.CORRESPONDENCE
1. Weekly List. 081225
2. Carnegie’s Way.Holly Hunter to AH.091225
3. Catherine Wilson (FCCT) to AH re Targate Rd.091225
4. Correspondence re SUDS pond flooding.111225
5. SEPA Consultation on “Scotland’s Water Environment”.141225
6. Weekly List.151225
7. Email from Gerry Gaffney.191226
8. Weekly List.221225
9. Email from Andrew Geddes re flooding on Cairneyhill Rd.231225
10. Weekly List.3012125
11. Weekly List.070126
12. Jamie Penman.planning to ABR re Barratt bus stops.060126
13. Police Scotland report to end December.060126
14. AH Report.Targate Rd.060126
15. SD to ABR re Woodland Walk spraying.060126
16. FVA Newsletter.090126
17. Email from Gerry Gaffney.090126
18. Weekly List 120126

A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members.

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
30/12/25       24/03437/FULL    Single storey extension    46 Arkaig Dr, Crossford
                                                  To side of house         
04/12/25       25/02361/FULL    Single storey extensions  58 Arkaig Dr, Crossford
                                                  To front and rear
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.




13. AOCB

i) D Hay noted, regarding the SEPA correspondence which the Secretary had forwarded, that he thought that they had asked whether we were aware of burns which needed to be considered by them in their future plans. D Hay and A Rintoul will check the correspondence from SEPA and take any action required. Cllr Glen noted that SEPA were looking at Lyne Burn/Tower Burn.
ii) S Ballinger noted that the War Memorial (which is part of the gates accessing the Village Hall) is in need of care and maintenance. Cllr Glen noted that if money is required for this purpose, then we can make a request for funding to the Common Good Fund. S Ballinger will follow up on this.
iii) Cllr Glen reported that, in response to an email from S Ballinger, he had asked Stephen Duffy to look at the wall at the south of Pittencrieff Park, which in S Ballinger’s opinion, was badly in need of repointing and other works. Stephen Duffy had responded that a survey had been carried out last year and it was not believed that the wall was in need of any further work at this moment. 
iv) D Hay will speak to Paul McLelland regarding the condition of the wall at the south side of King George V Park, which might have an issue with its foundations being adversely affected by water from the adjacent Crossford Burn.
v) D Hay noted that he would be absent from the next meeting on 23 February as he is in holiday then. The meeting will be chaired by D Quarm.

13. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 23rd February 2026, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford

ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to contact Barratt Homes again to set up a further meeting
2. A Rintoul to seek update from Jamie Penman of  Planning re the requirement for Barratt Homes to provide new bus stops and/or a toucan crossing.
3. A Rintoul to seek update from Andrew Geddes’ successor re flooding on A994
4. D Hay and A Rintoul to continue to pursue planters at the western edge of the village, and to contact Colin Graham of Barrats re a meeting regarding Public Art.
5. A Rintoul and D Hay to find out at next meeting whether Barratts would be providing fibre optics for internet connectivity
6. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to discuss with Education whether the change in house types (with more smaller and cheaper houses, suitable for families with younger children) impacts on the additional number of children expected in Crossford Primary School.
7. D Hay to meet Project Engineer on 26 January re Carnegie’s Way to discuss progress and procedure
8. V Carr to contact Kevin Okane’s colleague Claire at Fife Council, re KGV Playpark, to arrange meeting
9. V Carr to continue to contact groups elsewhere in West Fife to discuss  fundraising for Playparks, and with various potential providers re grants.
10. D Hay to speak to Ronnie Collins, to ask whether he and his team can continue with their work on Targate Rd by putting in drainage at the point where the path from Crossford meets the stables.
11. A Hibbert to liaise with Catherine Wilson of FCCT and Susan Tate of the Stables regarding better signage for Targate Rd, and with Cllr Glen to liaise with Transportation re incorporating signage on the road sign for Targate Rd.
12. A Hibbert to work with Susan Jack and Ronnie Collins to agree solution to drainage issue, and to obtain copy of recording of floodwater running down lane from Susan Jack.
13. D Hay to discuss possible improvements to footpath R671 (Waggon Rd) with Jim Wylie, and to discuss drainage under the Woodland Walk with Ronnie Collins.
14. A Rintoul to contact resident at Pitfirrane Park re disputed ownership of trees to rear
15. Cllr Glen to contact Stagecoach again to see whether they could use smaller buses on the Crossford route, as narrowing roads due to the ban on pavement parking has caused difficulties for drivers and other road users.
16. D Hay to contact Gala Committee again re PVG Certificates, and also to contact Youth 1st, Craig Allan of Fife Council, and Fife Voluntary Action.
17. D Hay to look at mapping tools such as “Plot a route” which could be used as the backdrop for the Information Boards, and to again contact John Ford of FCCT re types of bird boxes.
18. A Rintoul to contact Stephen Duffy again re potential need for signage following spraying behind allotments.
19. J Lauchlan to arrange to move funds to an Account which would bear interest, and to update website.
20. D Quarm to continue progress towards the production of the next edition of the Crossford Chronicle, and A Rintoul to provide a Community Council update by 17 January.
21. D Quarm and S Ballinger to liaise re Village Organisations who have not yet been asked to provide Reports for the Chronicle.
22. A Rintoul to continue drafting Local Place Plan
23. J Lauchlan to set up meeting with School PTA re information for Local Place Plan
24. A Rintoul to send Minutes to Treasurer in PDF form
25. A Rintoul  and D Hay to look at SEPA correspondence regarding whether they should be notified re Crossford Burn.
26. S Ballinger to follow up on need for maintenance of War Memorial 
27. D Hay to discuss state of wall on southern boundary of King George V Park
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