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[bookmark: _Hlk156395241]Minutes of the 423rd Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 22nd September 2025 in Crossford Village Hall


PRESENT:
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       D Hay               Chair 
                       D Quarm          Vice Chair
                       R Baxter
                       S Ballinger
                       V Carr                     

IN ATTENDANCE:
                     4 members of the public
                     Councillor Glen
                  
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from R Brougham, J Lauchlan, A Hibbert and Cllr Boubaker-Calder


1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th August and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by D Quarm and seconded by V Carr.

2.  POLICE REPORT
The Community Police Officers were unable to attend, through leave and illness, However, they did provide a report for the period since the previous meeting.
“Since the last meeting we have to report as follows:
During the month of August 2025, within the Crossford ward area there were:
 
13 calls made to police via 999 (emergency), 101 (non-emergency) or via online “contact-us”
 
7 crimes were identified/recorded – 4 of these relate to the same incident and are all road traffic related offences.
 
1 other relates to a separate road traffic matter.
 
1 relates to an attempted extortion.
 
1 relates to a Telecommunications act offence.
 
All are currently at “enquiry ongoing” status.
 
There is nothing to report of any community concern.”
They also noted our query regarding a crime under the Sexual Offences Act, believed to be the one referred to in the January Minutes. They stated that they:
“note the issue raised regarding further information on recorded crimes. In a nutshell due to data protection reasons, we cannot provide more specific details regarding individuals or circumstances of crimes. This is for obvious reasons. Should cases progress to prosecution and subsequent court proceedings then in most cases the information becomes public (as it is an open court), however Police cannot reveal specific details prior to this.
Should a situation arise however where a crime has occurred and it is considered that there may be a public or community risk, then release of further information may be considered and the appropriate channels followed to facilitate that.
3.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
A representative of the Gala Committee attended to discuss the position with PVG Certificates. The Gala Committee is a sub-committee of the Community Council. Under new legislation, all members regularly working with children will have to have a PVG Certificate (which essentially means all members of the Gala Committee). The Secretary of the Gala Committee had spoken to a Fife Council official, and had been informed that they would all need this Certificate, and that it would need to be done through the Community Council, who would have to do the checks. It was agreed that the Community Council would become the “Enrolled Organisation”.
Cllr Glen noted that the Fife Council official who can help us through this is Craig Allan. FVA (Fife Voluntary Action) can also help, and the Gala Committee Secretary will provide D Hay with a contact name there. We will then contact Craig Allan and the FVA so we can begin the process. It was noted that this is free through VSDS (Volunteer Scotland Disclosure Services).
With regard to Grants for the Gala Committee, D Hay wondered if they might be able to apply for Grants themselves, rather than doing so through the Community Council, as CREATE operated independently and applied for its own grants. Cllr Glen stated that as far as he knew, this would be possible as long as we were not both applying for grants from the same Fife Council funding pot.
D Hay noted that there was a problem this financial year as we were being awarded only £6,500, and not the £10,000 requested, the difference being the amount requested for Gala Day. Fife Council did not Award this as they said that it was retrospective, despite the funding request being submitted prior to Gala Day. 
Cllr Glen suggested that we can appeal, and D Hay asked if he could make enquiries about what appears to have been a change in the process. Cllr Glen also noted that there might be an opportunity to apply for additional funding later in the financial year  if the amount set aside for Community Councils had anything remaining in it. It was noted that there will be £3,000 included for the Gala Committee Fireworks, and that we will ensure that the request for next financial year is made in full well before Gala Day.

 4. MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Proposal
The Secretary, A Rintoul, noted that they were still trying to arrange a further meeting with Andy Gargan of Barratts, and he would contact him again.
Carnegie’s Way   
In A Hibbert ‘s absence, the Secretary A Rintoul provided an update and noted that Fife Council’s Active Travel Strategy was now in place and included Carnegie’s Way, providing an important underpinning for the scheme. It includes £25,000 for Carnegie’s Way in this financial year, which will go towards site investigations and preliminary design works. 
Playpark
V Carr had sent on the link to the presentation on the play equipment, and went through the proposals, including some changes to the equipment suggested by HAG. Some current items of equipment are old and beyond their recommended age, and would need to be replaced, and others could be refurbished. He will approach other companies to get alternative cost estimates and ideas.
He is still awaiting a response from Fife Council’s Kevin O’Kane but has had discussions with other Community Councils who have been involved in similar projects.
Cllr Glen reminded the meeting that this still needs proper Community Consultation, as without this any proposal will get nowhere. In addition, Fife Council already has a Playpark Strategy, and any proposals will have to fit in with that. At present, Crossford Playpark is in line for a refurb around 2029, so we should incorporate that into our discussions. Crossford is in the middle tier of Playparks in Fife Council’s Strategy, and is a “Local Playpark”. It will also have to take cognisance of Inclusivity, to ensure that some items are Inclusive for those with a disability, and to look at provision for the different age groups who would use it.
[bookmark: _Hlk210916974]V Carr will continue to discuss this with Fife Council He will also work with a resident, who teaches at Cairneyhill PS, to put something together for consultation with parents and children at Crossford PS, the aim being to have this prepared by the time of the School Christmas Fayre. D Hay also noted that a “Fife Funders’ Fayre” is being held in Kirkcaldy on 15 October, which he hopes to be able to attend, and could see whether there would be any funding additional to that from Fife Council which might be helpful.
Footpath repairs 
Woodland Walk:  Ronnie Collins has dropped off pipes to D Hay for improving the drainage under the path to the burn, but this work is still to be carried out.
Targate Rd: A Rintoul reported that a meeting had been held with Catherine Wilson of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust, and he and A Hibbert had walked the length of the footpath from Knockhouse Farm through the stables to Milesmark to show her the issues involved. There is a pressing need for the following to be done:
· Restore full access through Milesmark Croft
· Clear the undergrowth
· Install a gate at Milesmark Croft and improve the access point
· Erect signage
· Improve public awareness

A Hibbert has produced a Paper on what needs to be done, and has sent this to Catherine Wilson, who will consider the proposals and get back to us.
D Hay had also spoken to Jim Wylie to sound him out about diverting the footpath onto his land, but needs to talk in more detail with him.

R671 (Waggon Rd) footpath: This will also be discussed by D Hay with Jim Wylie in due course.
Gallowhill footpath: A Rintoul noted that he had informed Mark Burns of Fife Council that the Elgin Estate had finally given their consent for the Community Council and Fife Council to provide and lay surfacing materials at the Waggon Rd end of the footpath. Mark Burns is to arrange for it to be spread and tamped down through the “Community Payback” scheme, but unfortunately we still await a response from him, and A Rintoul will contact Paul Gallagher to see if he can get Mark Burns to get this done. 
MUGA : 
D Hay reported he was still waiting for Shaun Crosbie to confirm that the MUGA lease to CREATE had been cancelled. Cllr Glen will give Shaun Crosbie another prod. He understands that Shaun is waiting for legals to come back. 

Morar Rd green area trees
A Rintoul has followed up with Fife Council and Wimpey on this, but they both deny responsibility. Fife Council will not want to set a precedent here by dealing with trees for which they deny responsibility. The Secretary has therefore followed the advice of Cllr James Calder at the previous meeting, and contacted South Dunfermline Community Council, who had a similar issue on the Wimpey development at Pitcorthie. He is currently awaiting a response regarding the procedure which they used to apply for funding and deal with their issue.
Pavement Parking
A Rintoul reported that he had emailed Transportation, and discussed at the previous meeting, and invited them to either come along to one of our meetings to explain why they were not prepared to make an exception for Kirkwood Cres, or to meet residents there so that they could explain and demonstrate the issues which have occurred as a result of the pavement parking ban. However, they refused to do either. 
Cllr Glen suggested that the most effective way forward might be to take a detailed note of any issues such as buses, bin lorries, farm vehicles etc being blocked, and report these to Transportation.
S Ballinger asked Cllr Glen whether the situation could be alleviated by asking Stagecoach to use smaller buses, and Cllr Glen confirmed that he would ask whether this was possible.

5. COMMUNITY RECOVERY FUND
Suitable signage is still to be put in place, as well as Information Boards. D Hay had followed Cllr Glen’s advice and contacted Dunfermline Greenspace regarding signage, and explained what information he had received from them. He will follow up on this, and will contact Ronnie Collins about it.
The Secretary, A Rintoul, will sign up for free “Community Group Membership” of Dunfermline Greenspace.



6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
D Hay reported that he has taken forward the replacement of the planters, and new ones will be supplied.
He is also in the process of completing LCP Funding with Fife Council. As noted earlier, we have been awarded £6,500 for this financial Year, including £3,000 for the Gala Fireworks. This is less than the £10,000 requested, the difference being the amount requested for Gala Day. Fife Council did not award this as they said that it was retrospective, despite the funding request being submitted prior to Gala Day. Cllr Glen will make enquiries about the process this year, which seems to have been different from previous years, and D Hay will ensure that we submit our funding request much earlier next year.

7. TREASURER’S REPORT
In the Treasurer’s absence, the Secretary presented the Treasurer’s Report:

Funds at 21st September 2025
			
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£12,034.43

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	N/A
	£0.00
	

	
	£0.00
	£12,034.43

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge (x2)
	£8.50
	

	Whisky Barrel Plastic Planters (x11)
	£275.00
	

	Flowers for 4 Tier Planter
	£63.00
	

	Box of screws for Bridge Repairs
	£21.79
	

	
	-£368.29
	£11,666.14

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£2,890.91
	

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes
	£500.00
	

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£11,300.37
	£365.77

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£365.77

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques N/A                                          
	£0.00
	


	
	
	

	
	
	


He noted that these figures don’t include either the 2025-26 Grant, or the LCP Funding Grant. He also noted that he has yet to gift the volunteer examiner for the CCC accounts (Mr G Adamson of Cairn Grove) for their time and effort in reviewing the annual accounts, and asked for CCC approval to award a bottle of something nice up to a value of £35. This was approved by the Community Council.
He also noted that we make an annual donation to the Village Hall for its use for hosting our meetings (£250) and a donation towards their flower displays (£300), and the Community Council agreed to these sums being paid once we have received our LCP and Annual Grant.
He was unsure why the Community Council are not using a Bank Account which generates interest - the funds for the Wetland project last year may well have brought some additional income to CCC if we had, though we could not foresee how long funds would be in our accounts. A bank account which generates interest may need looking into going forward, especially as our CCC bank account now has a monthly service fee charged by the bank. The Community Council agreed that the Treasurer, J Lauchlan, should look into this.
He had also reviewed the Gala Committee’s Accounts (as it is essentially a sub-committee of the Community Council. He noted that:
· The £6,500 we donated last year (£3500 for Gala Day, and £3000 for fireworks) looks like it has covered any expenses that the committee occurred for Gala Day, which had reduced their balance by around £5,500.
· They have opened a savings account to generate interest from their floating balance, which appears to have been between £15K - £20K throughout the year.
· Aside from Gala Day, the other activities the Gala undertook for the year all appear to be generating profit. Even last year's fireworks appear to break even, which we understand may have had insurance costs which could possibly be reduced going forward by using Fife Council’s insurers.

	
	


8.  COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE
It was suggested that we could have a Mailbox which residents could message, but it was pointed out that someone would have to monitor this. The meeting agreed that it was best for now if it continued as a source of information, and any resident comments or queries could be made at meetings or, once the next Crossford Chronicle is issued (and contact details are made available), via direct contact with those on the Community Council. Cllr Glen confirmed that Community Councils all have their own preferred means of communication with residents, including email addresses, mailboxes and notice boards. It is up to us which we prefer to use, and it was agreed that we would put an article into the next edition of the Crossford Chronicle. 
9. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul noted that, with holidays, it would be later in the year before he had an opportunity to complete the Local Place Plan. Fife Council are putting together the new Local Development Plan, and the next stage for that is for Scottish Government to accept the Draft, and it will then have to go out to public consultation. It was noted that our Draft Local Place Plan had been accepted for input into the Local Development Plan.
J Lauchlan will set up a meeting with the School PTA so that something can be included about a permanent replacement Nursery building.

10. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
 D Quarm had met with those involved in the production of the Crossford Chronicle, and hoped that an issue would come out soon.

11. CORRESPONDENCE
1. Fife Council Active Travel Strategy.110825
2. Dunfermline Greenspace 120825
3. FVA Newsletter.150825
4. Weekly List.180825
5. FVA Mental Health.220825
6. Weekly List 240825
7. CCC Funding.FC to DH.250825
8. Weekly List.250825
9. FVA H and SC.260825
10. FVA Newsletter.290825
11. Weekly List.010925
12. FVA Newsletter.020925
13. Amey Newsletter.050925
14. FVA Newsletter.050925
15. Weekly List.080915
16. FC Funding Bulletin.090925
17. FVA Health and Social Care.090925
18. FVA.Funders Fayre.120925
19. Gala.DisclosureScotland.130925
20. Weekly List .140925
21. Play Area.Pt1.150925
22. Play Area.Pt2.150925
23. Pavement Parking.FC to AR.150925
24. FVA Children etc.170925
25. Parish Online Newsletter.170925
26. FVA Newsletter.190925
27. Police re recorderdcrimes.220925
28. Police Report.220925
29. HH to AH re Carnegies Way.update.071025
30. FVA Newsletter.081025
A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members.

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
None
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.


13. AOCB

i) A Rintoul reported that Bidwells were marketing the Pitconochie woodland strip on behalf of the owners, the Alfred Stewart Trust. It was noted that the whole of the woodland strip was subject to Tree Preservation Orders, so there was little or nothing which any owner could do with it, and any owner would of course be liable for any costs in looking after the trees.
                          
13. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 27th October 2025, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford


ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to send on Police Report for the period until the Community Council meeting once it becomes available
2. Cllr Glen to provide D Hay with contact details of Craig Allan of Fife Council, who leads on PVG Certificates
3. D Hay to get contact detail of FVA representative who deals with PVG Certificates
4. Cllr Glen to make enquiries about any changes in processes which have occurred regarding awards LCP Funding, following the refusal of part of the Crossford Community Council funding request. 
5. V Carr to contact other providers to get alternative ideas and costings for KGV Playpark
6. V Carr to contact Kevin O’Kane of Fife Council, re Playparks.
7. V Carr to work with resident who teaches at Cairneyhill PS to put something together for consultation with parents and children at Crossford PS, the aim being to have this prepared by the time of the School Christmas Fayre
8. D Hay to see whether the Fife Funders’ Fayre has any organisation which can provide additional funding for this purpose
9. D Hay to arrange for drainage pipes to be put under the Woodland Walk path to the burn.
10. D Hay to discuss possible improvements to footpath R671 (Waggon Rd) with Jim Wylie
11. A Rintoul to contact Mark Burns and Paul Gallagher again to ask them to arrange for the work to be carried out on the Gallowhill footpath.
12. A Rintoul and D Hay to arrange to meet representatives of Barratt again, and report back.
13. Cllr Glen to contact Shaun Crosbie again regarding the MUGA.
14. A Rintoul to contact South Dunfermline Community Council re trees at Morar Rd green space (as both Wimpey and Fife Council deny responsibility for maintenance of the trees) to find out details of the funding approach which they have used in similar circumstances.
15. Cllr Glen to enquire whether Stagecoach can use smaller buses in its local services such as that around Crossford, as this could alleviate some of the problems caused by the pavement parking ban.
16. D Hay to contact Ronnie Collins re Dunfermline Greenspace notices and Information Boards.
17. A Rintoul to sign up Crossford Community Council with Dunfermline Greenspace’s free Community membership.
18. J Lauchlan to arrange for gift of a bottle to Mr G Adamson, volunteer auditor of our Accounts
19. J Lauchlan to arrange payment to Village Hall for hall use for Community Council meetings, and for Village Hall floral displays
20. J Lauchlan to investigate whether Community Council should move funds to an Account which would bear interest
21. D Quarm to continue progress towards the production of the next edition of the Crossford Chronicle.
22. A Rintoul to continue drafting Local Place Plan
23. J Lauchlan to set up meeting with School PTA re information for Local Place Plan
24. A Rintoul to send Minutes to Treasurer in PDF form
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