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[bookmark: _Hlk156395241]Minutes of the 424th Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 27th October 2025 in Crossford Village Hall

PRESENT:
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       D Hay               Chair 
                       D Quarm          Vice Chair
                       J Lauchlan       Treasurer
                       R Baxter
                       S Ballinger
                       V Carr    
                      A Hibbert               

IN ATTENDANCE:
                     2 members of the public
                     Councillor Glen
                     Councillor Boubaker-Calder
                     PC Colin Lynch (part)
                  
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from R Brougham.

1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd September and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by R Baxter and seconded by S Ballinger.

2.  POLICE REPORT
PC Colin Lynch attended, and apologies were received from PC Ailsa Morrison. He reported as follows:
“ During the month of September 2025, within the ward area which incorporates Crossford there were:
 
13 incidents reported/raised via either 999, 101 or online via “Contact-us”
 
From these, 7 crimes were identified/recorded.
 
6 of these have been detected/reported/warned – the remaining 1 is enquiry ongoing.
 
Crime types:
 
3 relate to road traffic offences (all linked to one incident)
1 relates to assault (non-injury)
1 relates to Threatening and Abusive behaviour
1 relates to Vandalism (same incident as Threatening and Abusive behaviour)
1 relates Fraud
 
Community Speed Watch
 
During the month of September Community Speed Watch volunteers carried out 3 deployments in the Crossford area:
 
12/09/25 – Main Street, Crossford
 
12 drivers were detected driving over proscribed limits
 
22/09/25 – Main Street, Crossford
 
8 drivers were detected driving over proscribed limits
 
23/09/25 – Waggon Road, Crossford
 
13 drivers detected driving over proscribed limits
 
Warning letters were issued to the registered keepers of all vehicles identified.
 
I appreciate this looks alarming; however, the speed limit is now 20mph. Prior to this change (when the speed limit was 30mph), only 2 drivers would have been issued warning letters.
 
Our pop-up Police officer has been in position upon entering Crossford for several weeks providing a visual deterrent to speeding drivers.
 
There is nothing to report which has any community impact.
 
Between 1st October2025 and 26/10/25, within the ward area which incorporates Crossford there were:
 
12 incidents reported/raised via either 999, 101 or online via “Contact-us”
 
There have been no crimes identified/recorded.”
 
PC Lynch was asked, regarding the speeding, if fines were issued, as well as the warning letters. He explained that the Community Speedwatch Volunteers were used, rather than Police Officers, so it was not possible to issue fines, which require Police Officers to do the monitoring. It was still felt to be helpful, as it still ensures that the public are aware that speeds are being monitored, and that Police action might follow.

It was noted by D Hay that Barratts were concerned about speeding past their site, and PC Lynch will investigate whether this can be monitored.

He was then asked by S Ballinger who answered the calls under the “Contact Us” email address. He was told that such emails go through to the Contact Centre in Bilston Glen, who decide the level of support necessary, and who should respond.

D Hay asked whether PC Lynch had received any further reports of fires being started in the woods close to the golf club. He had received no such reports for some months, and hopes that the young people involved had now stopped that behaviour.

PC Lynch was aske whether there would be a police presence at the Crossford Fireworks. He explained that there would be no special police presence, but that police officers would be available if required. 

PC Lynch was asked if Police Officers had been called to any obstructions caused by changes in pavement parking legislation, and informed the meeting that he was not aware of any such calls.

Cllr Boubaker-Calder asked whether the Community Speedwatch results were passed on to Fife Council Transportation officials, and she was informed that Police Scotland have not been asked to do this.

R Baxter asked whether it was an offence to have nitrous oxide containers – he had found a small number of such containers in the green area behind his house. PC Lynch will check up on this and pass on information to us.
3.MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Proposal: 
The Chair, D Hay, reported that he had held a meeting with Barratts, attended by Site
Manager Andy Gargan, Kevin Cole, Connor Mitchell (who will be Site Manager during the construction phase), and Graeme , Assistant Site Manager. The following was discussed:
a) D Hay had received a report that Barratt had gone beyond the boundary line at 20 Douglas Dr. Andy Gargan will investigate this and report back.
b) Piling will recommence on 10 November and continue for 3 weeks; this will again be concrete piling which is less intrusive. Further piling will take place in the New Year. D Hay has requested that the monitoring gauges be left in place to ensure that dB levels remained within permitted levels. A Gargan agreed to do this.
c) D Hay queried the Public Art design, flower planters etc and expressed the view that there should be more Community involvement. A Gargan noted that this was being dealt with by Graeme Dunlop, who will liaise on this.
d) Street Names had previously been agreed, and it was confirmed that these would be the street names used.
e) The positioning of bus stops at the entrance to the development was raised and A Gargan will investigate on the exact location and report back.
f) D Hay questioned how the new pavement parking ban will be implemented in the new development. He was told that separation of pavement and road is not so clearly defined in the development, and an element of shared use is expected.
g) D Hay asked for an update on the drainage from the SUDS pond towards the west. Discussions with INEOS and SGN continue but little if any progress seems to have been made in discussions over how the drainage pipes will cross the pipelines. Meanwhile the outflow from the SUDS pond has nowhere to drain to, and the contingency is to “recycle” in the existing piping infrastructure to avoid any flooding external to the site.
h) Regarding Links Park, a request was made to feather the land levels adjacent to Links Park to avoid a sharp drop down to the park, and A Gargan agreed to see what could be done. Also, hedging has been removed during construction and this will be replaced. V Carr asked when this will be done, as the gap is large enough for young children and dogs to get through, and D Hay will check on this.
i) The development time schedule is on target, and they expect 1 kit per week to be installed from 15 November. Building work will be suspended over the Christmas period, and in the New Year the target will be increased to 3 kits per week. 
j) The date of the next meeting is still to be agreed.
k) A question was again raised about whether the school capacity is sufficient for the number of new pupils, particularly as the completion rate has increased. A Rintoul queried whether the number of expected pupils of primary school age is unchanged, particularly as the Barratt development has more houses of smaller size, and potentially with more younger children. Cllr Boubaker-Calder will follow up on this.

Carnegie’s Way   
A Hibbert reported that the design work on Carnegie’s Way will begin this financial year. £25,000 is included in the Active Travel budget for Carnegie’s Way and we need to make sure that this sum is used. A Hibbert and A Rintoul had both raised the issue of ground investigations and suggested that they should also take place this financial year, even if Fife Council have to pay more in compensation for this, as if they wait until the crop is out of the ground, ground investigations will not take place until late next summer. Fife Council need to do as much this financial year as possible to ensure that the project doesn’t fall even further behind.
Playpark
V Carr reported that he had met with Christine Sutcliffe regarding the funding available. She will put a design to the Fife Council Development Officers to see if that helps, but there is not much funding available. She can produce imagery which can be used in a public Consultation, and go to schools with this. V Carr noted that a recent survey of the play equipment in the King George V Park suggests that some equipment is in quite poor condition, poorer than previously thought. 
 Cllr Glen noted that funding would follow the Fife Council Playpark Strategy, so any proposals should take this into account.
Cllr Boubaker-Calder also pointed out that Fife Council are more likely to release funding if there is good active fundraising taking place in the community. She also noted that any plan for playpark equipment must take account of very young children, for which here is little provision currently, and those with a disability.
V Carr noted that an area adjacent to the MUGA had been identified for inclusive play equipment, and areas had also been identified for equipment for very young children and gym equipment for older children and young people.
A member of the public has arranged a meeting with the Headteacher of Crossford Primary School to discuss this, and has also been in touch with the Scout Group, to involve them in the Consultation. It was also suggested that we have a stand at the School Christmas Fayre on 6 December.
D Hay noted that he had attended the Fife Funders’ Fayre, and the only grants available for play equipment have a maximum of £20,000, which is not nearly enough for what we would like to do. Organisations such as National Lottery and the Robertson Trust have gone over to supporting ventures with Revenue rather than capital funding. He suggested that V Carr get in touch with Fife Environmental Trust (FET) regarding grants. Cllr Boubaker-Calder also noted that the Common Goods Fund Committee also distributed funds, and would consider applications for funding if supported by a robust Business Case, and evidence of some successful local fund raising. 
V Carr will get in touch with groups in Cardenden and Brucefield, and with Peter Wilson at Limekilns, as they have all raised funding for similar proposals.

Footpath repairs 
Woodland Walk:  D Hay will get in touch with Ronnie Collins to see whether he would be prepared to lead a team putting in the drainage under the part of the Woodland Walk path which floods, and for which drainage pipes were provided.
Targate Rd: D Hay and A Hibbert met with Susan Jack of Milesmark Stables. She is willing for us to pipe water currently coming from the stables to a suitable location elsewhere, to solve the current problem with a very wet area. She is also happy to have a new gate installed. 
D Hay has also spoken to Jim Wylie, but he is unlikely to agree to give up land to form a realigned footpath. 
Ronnie Collins of West Fife Woodlands has agreed to help at a cost of £500 in cutting back the brushwood to clear the path where it is currently difficult to walk. 
We are still waiting to hear from Catherine Wilson of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust. It is hoped that they will be able to fund new and much improved signage, which will allow members of the public on Carnock Rd to see that Targate Rd is a footpath which goes from there through to Crossford. We will also get signage which asks cyclists to dismount, when going through the stables. The Community Council also has funds in its reserves which are specifically allocated to footpaths. 

The general view was that we seem to be making some progress, albeit slowly.

R671 (Waggon Rd) footpath: This will also be discussed by D Hay with Jim Wylie in due course. What is really needed is a gravel walk with a membrane underneath.
Gallowhill footpath: A Rintoul noted that the access to the footpath has now been much improved, and he has emailed both Mark Burns and Paul Gallagher to thank them for arranging this. 
MUGA : 
Cllr Glen is in touch with Shaun Crosbie and is making some progress. Fife Council propose to issue a formal Notice to Quit on the CREATE lease, and this should allow matters to be finalised. Crossford Community Council’s funds for the MUGA should be able to be ring-fenced, and Fife Council are currently checking on this.

Morar Rd green area trees
A Rintoul has contacted South Dunfermline Community Council, who had a similar issue on the Wimpey development at Pitcorthie. He has been told by them that they applied for a grant via the area committee when they applied for their annual grant. They listed the improvements that required to be made (and this involved a few things other than just the tree pollarding) and asked Parks and open spaces to give them a cost, and the work was carried out by Parks. The Community Council paid the invoice when they received it. We will look at doing the same, and A Rintoul will contact Paul McLelland of Grounds Maintenance to discuss. 

Pavement Parking
Cllr Glen has not yet received a response from Stagecoach on the query during the last meeting on whether they could use smaller buses on the Crossford local route.

4.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
The meeting was informed that D Hay is in contact with Craig Allan and Karen Hunter to progress the matter.

5. COMMUNITY RECOVERY FUND
Suitable signage is still to be put in place, as well as Information Boards. D Hay has been in contact with Ronnie Collins about erecting Notices and Information Boards.
The Secretary, A Rintoul, has signed up for free “Community Group Membership” of Dunfermline Greenspace.
A Hibbert will contact Kenny Bruce to see whether he could provide drone footage which could provide a backdrop for the Information Boards, and Cllr Glen also suggested that David Evans Berry of Dunfermline Greenspace can also provide drone mapping.
D Hay is also trying to get information from John Ford of Fife Coast and Countryside Trust regarding types of bird boxes.
He also reported that Ronnie Collins will put in two benches in the reed bed area, in locations agreed with D Hay, paid by Crossford Community Council at a cost of £320.

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Under LCP Funding, we were awarded £6,500 for this financial Year, including £3,000 for the Gala Fireworks. This is less than the £10,000 requested, the difference being the amount requested for Gala Day. Fife Council did not award this as they said that it was retrospective, despite the funding request being submitted prior to Gala Day. Cllr Glen reported that he had investigated the process this year, which seems to have been different from previous years, but the final decision on funding had been made by Councillors rather than officers, so it could not be changed. D Hay will ensure that we submit our funding request much earlier next year. J Lauchlan noted that there are some items which are only reimbursed in retrospect, so the reason for the Council’s decision seems even less logical. However, nothing more can be done this financial year.



7. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer presented his Report: 

Funds at 26th October 2025			
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£11,666.14

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	N/A
	£0.00
	

	
	£0.00
	£11,666.14

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge (x1)
	£4.25
	

	Gravel for Park Bridge 
	£8.80
	

	
	-£13.05
	£11,653.09

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£2,890.91
	

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes
	£500.00
	

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£11,300.37
	£352.72

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£352.72

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	
	

	N/A
	£0.00
	

	
	
	


He noted that:
· Figures don’t yet include either the 2025-26 Annual Grant or the LCP funding award. (Annual Grant application has had a challenge from Fife Council on the award amount for the GDPR CCTV amount for this year, which we usually claim the current year amount. Fife Council expect us to submit last year's amount retrospectively. Grant forms will be resubmitted asap.)
· Gift to amount of £35 for our annual accounts reviewer will be given now.
· Village Hall donation will be made once we have received the above funds.
The Treasurer also noted that the Nursery is looking for funds for a new sofa.
	
	


8.  COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE
J Lauchlan noted that he still had some actions to do on the website. In response to a query from D Quarm, he agreed that we would keep the “.com” designation as well as the “.co.uk”.

9. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul noted that, with holidays, it would be later in the financial year before he would have an opportunity to complete the Local Place Plan. Fife Council are putting together the new Local Development Plan, and the next stage for that is for Scottish Government to accept the Draft, and it will then have to go out to public consultation. It was noted that our Draft Local Place Plan had been accepted for input into the Local Development Plan. Cllr Glen noted that Fife Council intend to go out to public consultation on it in July 2026.
J Lauchlan will set up a meeting with the School PTA so that something can be included about a permanent replacement Nursery building.

10. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
 D Quarm has met with those involved in the production of the Crossford Chronicle, and hopes that an issue will come out soon. He will update the Contact List, contact the printers regarding their turnaround time and will email D Hay with an estimated time for production of the next issue.

11. CORRESPONDENCE
1. FVA Health and Social Care bulletin.220925
2. FVA re Funders Fayre.230925
3. FVA Mental Health bulletin.250925
4. Lynsey Duffy FC re Funding award.250925
5. FVA Newsletter.260925
6. Weekly List 280925
7. Mark Burns FC to AR re Gallowhill.290925
8. Email from S Dunfermline CC re Morar Rd trees 011025
9. FVA Newsletter 031025
10. Weekly List 051025
11. FVA Newsletter.101025
12. Weekly List.131025
13. Email to Barratt.151025
14. Dunfermline Greenspace.151025
15. Jared re Gala.151025
16. FVA Newsletter.171025
17. Paul Gallagher re Gallowhill footpath.201025
18. FVA Health and Social Care.201025
19. Weekly List.201025
20. Forrester re Barratt drainage.211025
21. Email from FCCT re Milesmark.211025
22. FVA Health and social care.221025
23. Amey newsletter.231025
24. Email from Claire Lovett of FC re KGV Play equipment.241025
25. FVA Newsletter.241025
26. Weekly List.261025

A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members.

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
07/10/25       25/02684/FULL    1 storey extension, erection          29 Douglas Dr,
                                                     Of outbuilding etc                         Crossford
14/10/25       25/02450/CLP      Certificate of Lawfulness               1 Alison Grove,
                                                  Pedestrian and vehicular gates       Crossford
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.


13. AOCB

i) A Rintoul raised the issue of the Edinburgh Airspace Consultation on flightpaths. He will look at the website and report back at the next meeting on the proposals and the timescale for consultation responses.
ii) A Rintoul reported that it would cost £35 to rejoin the Scottish Rights of Way Society, and the Committee agreed to do this.
iii) A Hibbert noted that he had received an invitation to the Dunfermline City Assembly. This is an Assembly, comprising 35 members of the public, who will give their views on issues affecting the City of Dunfermline, and what should be done. It is being facilitated by the Electoral Reform Society, and is essentially a pilot project on how such an Assembly could work. 
                          
13. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 1st December 2025, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford

ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to send on Police Report for the period until the Community Council meeting.
2. PC Colin Lynch will check on the law pertaining to nitrous oxide canisters
3. D Hay to check with Barratts on when they will replace the hedge which was removed during construction
4. D Hay and A Rintoul to agree date for further meeting with Barratt Homes
5. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to discuss with Education whether the change in house types (with more smaller and cheaper houses, suitable for families with younger children) impacts on the additional number of children expected in Crossford Primary School.
6. V Carr to contact other providers to get alternative ideas and costings for KGV Playpark
7. V Carr to contact Kevin Okane of Fife Council, re Playparks.
8. V Carr to work with resident who teaches at Cairneyhill PS to put something together for consultation with parents and children at Crossford PS, the aim being to have this prepared by the time of the School Christmas Fayre on 6 December.
9. V Carr to contact groups at Cardenden, Brucefield and Limekilns to discuss their fundraising, and with Fife Environmental Trust re grants.
10. D Hay to speak to Ronnie Collins, to ask whether he can lay the drainage pipes to be put under the Woodland Walk path to the burn.
11. D Hay to discuss possible improvements to footpath R671 (Waggon Rd) with Jim Wylie
12. Cllr Glen to contact Shaun Crosbie again regarding the MUGA.
13. A Rintoul to contact Paul McLelland regarding the procedure followed by South Dunfermline Community Council re trees and green spaces, so that the same procedure can be used to at Morar Rd and other green space on the Wimpey estate.
14. A Hibbert to contact Kenny Bruce, and David Evans Berry of Dunfermline Greenspace, regarding drone footage which could be used as the backdrop for the Information Boards.
15. A Rintoul to sign up Crossford Community Council with Scottish Rights of Way Society
16. J Lauchlan to arrange for gift of a bottle to Mr G Adamson, volunteer auditor of our Accounts
17. J Lauchlan to arrange payment to Village Hall, for use of the Hall for Community Council meetings, and for Village Hall floral displays
18. J Lauchlan to investigate whether Community Council should move funds to an Account which would bear interest
19. D Quarm to continue progress towards the production of the next edition of the Crossford Chronicle, and to provide D Hay with an estimated issue date.
20. A Rintoul to continue drafting Local Place Plan
21. J Lauchlan to set up meeting with School PTA re information for Local Place Plan
22. A Rintoul to send Minutes to Treasurer in PDF form
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