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Minutes of the 431st Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 10th August 2026 in Crossford Village Hall

PRESENT:
                       D Hay                Chair
                       J Lauchlan        Treasurer
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       S Ballinger
                       A Hibbert
                       V Carr
		                                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:
                     4 members of the public
                     Councillor Glen     
             
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from, R Baxter, B Shaw, Cllr Boubaker-Calder

1.CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd June and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by J Lauchlan and seconded by S Ballinger.

2.  POLICE REPORT
Neither Community Police Officer was available to attend but a report was provided to the Secretary and is reproduced below.
 
“Unfortunately, Ailsa and I are not on shift this evening so will be unable to attend tonight’s meeting. Our last report submitted covered up to and including 22/06/26.
 
Between that date and today (10/08/26), within the Crossford ward area there have been:
 
22 incidents/enquires raised with Police via either 999 (emergency), 101 (non-emergency) or online via “Contact-us”.
 
Over this period 2 crimes were identified and recorded:
 
1 x Fraud
1 x Telecommunications Act offence
 
There is nothing to report of any community concern.
 
Although not a particular issue in Crossford - community officers continue to patrol areas identified as having issues with off-road bikes and associated antisocial behaviour – a number of vehicles have been seized over recent months and associated road traffic charges libelled against the riders.”
 

3.MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Development: 
A meeting was held on 3rd August, with D Hay in attendance, meeting Craig Leishman and Derek Bertram of Barrat Homes. The following was discussed:
· It is still not clear where the bus stops are to go, and Craig Leishman will provide a drawing. 
· The art installation was discussed. It will be at the front of the development, and D Hay confirmed that the Community Council were happy with that. It will be to the Sycamore design, as previously discussed.
· Planters were discussed, and will be similar to those we currently have, although the exact location is still to be finalised. There could be planters at the entrance; D Hay sent photos to Craig Leishman, who will discuss with colleagues.
· Links Park was considered. We would like the green areas in the new development to be joined up with Links Park, with a path between them, and if necessary the Community Council can use its funds to put an access surface in. Craig Leishman said that it was unlikely that Barratts would deliver this, but suggested that we lobby planning about it. A Rintoul will email Jamie Penman about it. 
· The hedging in front of Links Park was discussed, and D Hay emphasised that we would like the new hedge to match the existing one
· He also asked if BDW would erect a “heritage” sign at the entrance.
· Concerns were also raised regarding contractors parking vehicles in Douglas Dr. This should not be happening and Derek Bertram will speak to contractors about this. 
· They re still looking at 2028 as the completion year. 

Douglas Dr is regarded as one of our main problems. The main entrance to Cairneyhill Rd will not be completed until June 2027, by which time there could be more than 100 houses occupied, all using Douglas Dr for access. A Rintoul will contact Jamie Penman and query whether this is acceptable. He will also contact Mark Bennett regarding this issue. A query was also raised about whether the street signs would be updated to say which BDW houses were to be accessed via Douglas Dr. 
The Community Council is still concerned that Douglas Dr will be used as a rat run in mornings and afternoons from the BDW development to the Primary School. 
The drainage from the SUDS scheme is still not complete, as the agreement with SGN has still not been finalised, and Gerry Gaffney has an outstanding objection. Even if this is completed, there is still a dispute with Robert Forrester over potential increased drainage flow. A Rintoul will email Jamie Penman re the drainage issues. 
The Secretary will also contact Jamie Penman regarding the “Verification Reports” mentioned in his email of 18 June. 
A resident asked whether there were enough places at the school for the potential increase in numbers from the new development. A Rintoul noted that Cllr Boubaker-Calder was to ask about this, and he will contact her for an update.

Carnegie’s Way   
A Hibbert provided a report, as follows:
“Since the retirement of FC's Lead Consultant for Active Travel and the appointment of a new assistant, there has been a step change in the way FC is approaching this project.  Lucy Jackson, the new Transportation Officer has been pro-active in progressing access permission for ground investigations and a contractor has been identified to prepare Geotechnical and Geo-environmental studies.  A Mining Remediation Authority report will also be prepared.  Unfortunately, the ecological appraisal report drawn up in 2023 has expired and must be done again.
The contractor will now need to draw up a specification for the physical ground investigations which, due to holidays, other commitments and consideration of outcomes will probably take up to three months.  Only then can the physical investigations be carried out, hopefully early in 2027.  This is very disappointing as we were led to believe this work had been done last year.
A preliminary drawing for a route along the north side of the A994 has been drawn up and supplied to the landowner and farmer.  Their willingness to permit access to their fields for ground investigations indicates an acceptance of this route but no agreement has been made to sell the land to FC as yet.
Lucy has also been in touch with Estates to negotiate procurement of the land and the Traffic Management team, who are providing feedback on the proposals.  Incidentally, the Traffic Management team advised her that they are already looking at traffic calming measures for Crossford.
It is heartening to see that Lucy is tackling multiple issues at once in contrast to the one-step-at-a time approach by the previous regime.    We hope to obtain a more comprehensive update from FC in mid-September and meet the new Lead Consultant at that time.

Playpark
[bookmark: _Hlk215774581]V Carr provide an update. He will attend Fife Funders Fayre in September to see if any funders present can provide assistance with our Playpark. He is hoping for some additional funding in order to bring things forward. D Hay also reminded him about the possible source of funding from the Common Good Fund. 
V Carr gave a summary of the current position for the benefit of the residents present. 
One resident queried whether anything can be done about the lack of a seven a side football pitch for the under 11 football team, there being only a full-size pitch laid. A Rintoul suggested that if those who run the football team contact him with their requirements, he will contact Fife Council. It may well be that they are not even aware that a seven a side pitch is required rather than a full-size one. 
A resident also raised the issue of the trees owned by the Keavil alongside the access drive from Cairneyhill Rd. They need to be cut back but the current management at the Keavil seem to be of the view that they are not their responsibility. However, it is clear from the Registers of Scotland information that they are indeed owned by the Keavil. A Rintoul will contact the Keavil with an extract from Registers of Scotland and try to get them to cut back the trees overhanging Meadow View and elsewhere. 
A Rintoul has still to contact the Keavil re the giant hogweed, and will do this at the same time.

Footpath repairs 
King George V Park: Ronnie Collins considering options for round the park.
Targate Road: A Hibbert reported that the new gate has been installed, signage erected and the path has been cleared once again.  Ronnie Collins has still to lay gravel between the gate and the stables but promises it will be done after A Hibbert reminded him that dry footing was essential to encourage walkers.
Morar Rd green area trees 
S Ballinger reported that the Fife Council arboriculturalist and his team were along the previous week and carried out work on the trees at this location and others. A Rintoul will contact the arboriculturalist to find out what work was done at each of the locations previously discussed. 
SEPA
A Hibbert has emailed SEPA regarding sampling the Crossford Burn, and is still awaiting a response. He will follow up.  
Litter on approach roads into Crossford
Cllr Boubaker-Calder is progressing her enquiries as to whether litter picking on these roads can be done under the “Community Payback” scheme.	

4.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
Babs Shaw has reported that there is now a full Gala Committee, with 16 members – the most for many years – and Dana Lightfoot will be chairing it, with most of the current office bearers staying on as ordinary members. All office bearer roles were filled. There will be a meeting held once schools go back. 
The Gala Committee is to look at funding for the Fireworks event. 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
 The Chairman noted that there had been great feedback from residents about the quality of the planters this year, and he thanked all involved in sourcing, planting and maintaining these. 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that we still await the Annual Grant (in addition to the LCP grant, which has been received) and he will chase this up. The Treasurer will sort out the issue with LCP funding - FC payments had tagged a “pay after 20 days” on our account, and J Lauchlan will seek to change to “immediate” payment.
It was noted that £550 had been paid for Rights of Way signage for Targate Rd, and a further £300 would be paid to Ronnie Collins for gravel for the path. 
It was agreed that the Treasurer would pay Jane Jeffs for the flowers etc purchased for the garden area in KGV Park. Cllr Glen suggested that in future we should investigate obtaining compost through Dunfermline Greenspace (Lisa Murray).

Funds at 9th August 2026
			
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£10,634.31

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Fife Council LCP Grant
	£5,555.00
	

	
	£5,555.00
	£16,189.31

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge
	£4.25
	

	Village Flowers
	£431.70
	

	SB
	£54.68
	

	Rights of Way Signage
	£550.00
	

	
	-£1,040.63
	£15,148.68

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£1,918.99
	(-£550.00)

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes *
	£500.00
	

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£10,328.45
	£4,820.23

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£4,820.23

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Transactions
	
	

	Compost Bag x40
	£324.00
	

	Chair Expenses
	£17.89
	

	Bird & Bat Boxes (Monies Held in Trust)
	£393.91
	



 
7.  COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE
J Lauchlan and V Carr to update CCC website. 

8. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul is still waiting to hear from the Chair of the School Parent Council regarding their preferences for any new Nursery building. He does not expect to hear until schools are back and the Council meets again.

9. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
Due to the lack of a Chronicle being generated despite previous reports of its imminent production, CCC agreed to suspend any further attempts to producing the Chronicle in its present form. However, we will still need someone to coordinate the production of a simpler form of Newsletter, and compile it. 
D Hay will put something on the Crossford Residents Page on Facebook, and put together a leaflet about this which can be distributed by the Chronicle “posties”. 

10. LINKS PARK
Two members of the public expressed their concern at the state of Links Park. The grass has not been cut, and the space as a whole is not well used, other than by a small number of dogwalkers. 
D Hay noted that Fife Council tried a “rewilding” experiment a few years ago, which was later abandoned. He will ask Paul McLelland if Fife Council can start cutting it again, and do so on a regular basis. He agreed that there is certainly a discussion to be had about what we do with Links Park.
D Hay will find out what Fife Council’s plans for the area are. The Community Council had hoped that play equipment provided by Barrats could go in this area, but Links Park is not owned by Fife Council, and Barratts’ planning permission is for play equipment to go n the area which they are developing. A Rintoul noted that Links Park was set aside by Betts as the recreation area for their development in the 1960s, and cannot be used for anything else. It is now owned by Betts’ legal successors in title, who are believed to be Avant Homes, so any major changes which we want to make to Links Park will have to involve that company. He also noted that the local Community had been asked a few years ago, in a survey for the Local Place Plan, what they wanted to see done with Links Park, and various ideas were put forward.
It was agreed that D Hay will arrange to meet with Fife Council to discuss what can be done with Links Park.

11.CORRESPONDENCE
1. Email from Mark Barratt FC re flooding at Cairneyhill Rd.220626
2. Stephen Duffy to ABR re wall at Lovers Loan.250626
3. Weekly List 290626
4. Lady Helen Nurseries re invoice.300626
5. FC to ABR re Road Works.300626
6. FVA Newsletter.030726
7. FC to ABR re Urquhart Cut closures.030726
8. Amey Report.030726
9. Lucy Jackson to AH re Carnegie’s Way.060726
10. Weekly List 060726
11. Weekly List.130726
12. FVA 150726
13. LJ to AH re CWay.160726
14. Dunfermline Greenspace re meeting.160726
15. Weekly List.200726
16. LJ to AH re CWay.210726
17. Residents to AH re Links Park.210726 FVA Health and Social Care.230726
18. FVA Newsletter 240726
19. FVA Health and Social Care.230726
20. FVA Newsletter 240726
21. Weekly List.270626
22. FVA Report.310726
23. Fife Council Funding Bulletin.310726
24. Weekly List.030826
25. Fife Funders Fayre.030826
26. Babs Gala Report.030826
27. Lucy Jackson (FC) to AH re Carnegie’s Way.050826
28. Amey roads update.050826
29. FVA Newsletter.070826
30. Weekly List 100826

A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
26/06/26       26/02032/FULL   single storey extension                     9 Cairn Grove  
                                                  To rear                                                  Crossford
30/07/26       26/02063             certificate of lawfulness                    7 Cairn Grove
                                                 Single storey extension to rear              Crossford
                                                  
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.


13. AOCB
a) The changes in the route of the 89A bus were raised. It is understood that changes are temporary and due to the current road works between Crossford and Dunfermline, and the Community Council will monitor the position.
b) A complaint was made regarding the traffic lights at the Urquhart Cut, as not enough time had been allowed for traffic to pass from one set of traffic lights to beyond the other. Cllr Glen will contact Transportation about this urgently. 
c) A Rintoul reported back on Pavement Parking in Kirkwood Cres, Crossford. Fife Council accepts that because of the lack of off-road parking on what is a bus route, there have been problems including cars being forced to drive on pavements when cars meet at the wester end (because of the configuration and slope, cars can meet and it can be dangerous to try to reverse). Fife Council are considering solutions and A Rintoul will keep the Community Council informed.

14. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 21st September 2026, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford. 

ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to report back on discussions with Jamie Penman of Fife Council planners, regarding Douglas Dr being used as access for up to more than 100 houses until June 2027; drainage issue; and the Verification Reports re contaminated land remedial measures.
2. A Rintoul to contact Mark Barratt of Fife Council re Douglas Dr being used as the main entrance to the development until June 2027, for over 100 houses, and to find out whether signage following the development will say which houses in the new development will access it via Douglas Dr.
3. A Rintoul and D Hay to find out at next meeting whether Barratts would be providing fibre optics for internet connectivity
4. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to discuss with Education whether the change in house types (with more smaller and cheaper houses, suitable for families with younger children) impacts on the additional number of children expected in Crossford Primary School.
5. V Carr to attend Fife Funders Fayre 
6. A Hibbert to continue to liaise with Ronnie Collins and Susan Jack re the drainage improvements, and surfacing of the footpath.
7. A Rintoul to contact resident at Pitfirrane Park re disputed ownership of trees to rear, and to follow up on issue of trees to rear of Meadow View, which need cutting back, with Keavil House Hotel, and ensure that they deal with giant hogweed.
8. A Hibbert to report back on contact with SEPA re sampling and analysis of Crossford Burn water
9. A Rintoul to contact Fife Council arboriculturalist re green areas, to find out exactly what they have done.
10. J Lauchlan to arrange to move some Community Council funds to an Account which would bear interest, and to arrange to pay Jane Jeffs for sums spent on plants.
11. J Lauchlan to sort out issue with LCP Funding
12. A Rintoul to report back on Nursery, once he hears from School Parent Council, and take this forward in Local Place Plan
13. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to contact Fife Council street cleaning team regarding need for litter picking on all roads into Crossford, and also the possibility of this being done under Community Payback.
14. J Lauchlan and V Carr to update Community Council website
15. D Hay to put message on Crossford Residents Page on Facebook re Chronicle, and to draft note to be delivered by Chronicle “posties”.
16. D Hay to contact Fife Council to arrange meeting re future of Links Park
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