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Minutes of the 432nd Meeting of Crossford Community Council held at 7.15pm on Monday, 21st September 2026 in Crossford Village Hall

PRESENT:
                       D Hay                Chair
                       J Lauchlan        Treasurer
                       A Rintoul           Secretary
                       D Quarm          Vice Chair                      
                       S Ballinger
                       A Hibbert
                       V Carr
                       B Shaw
		                                                      
IN ATTENDANCE:
                     6 members of the public
                     Councillor Glen     
             
APOLOGIES:
 Apologies were received from, R Baxter, Cllr Boubaker-Calder

1.CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th August and previously distributed, were agreed to be an accurate record, proposed for adoption by J Lauchlan and seconded by S Ballinger.


2.  POLICE REPORT
Neither Community Police Officer was available to attend, but a report will be provided by them very soon and will be distributed to all 
 
3.MATTERS ARISING
Pitconochie Development: 
The Chair noted that the next meeting with Barratts would be held on 30 September. The last meeting was on 3 August, and Craig Leishman of Barratts had provided a later update, noting that:
· bus stances will be constructed on both the north and south sides of the A994
· they will not be putting a path into Links Park
· the 20mph sign will be repositioned once they have the road permit confirmed to install the bus stops
· flower planters are being considered
· Factor will be Ross and Liddell
Gerry Gaffney’s correspondence with Fife Council and other bodies was discussed. He was unfortunately unable to attend the meeting. He is concerned about a number of issues, including:
· The enforceable mechanism to secure the provision of surface water outfall to the Torry Burn, and how Fife Council reached their decision
· The National Gas Transmission pipeline crossing, where no agreement has been reached with NGT, thus making it impossible to complete the surface water outfall
· The extent to which “reasonable enquiries” were made by Building Control before issuing Completion Certificates, and whether these were in fact properly issued
· How many houses can the current temporary pumping solution for the waste water serve, at what point will no further completion certificates be provided
There are a number of other issues involved, and we look forward to hearing about progress in Mr Gaffney’s discussions.
The Secretary had also written to Jamie Penman of Planning, regarding a number of issues, including:
· During a recent meeting with Barrats, it had come to light that they will not be completing the access road from Cairneyhill Rd up to the top of the site until over 100 houses have been completed. This concerns us and residents of Douglas Dr, which will be used as the only access for these houses until the main access is constructed, and this seems to be a substantial overuse of a road which is narrow was only designed as a cul de sac. Is there a limit to the number of houses which they can build until the principal access is completed?
· Condition 8 requires the submission and approval of Verification Reports relating to contaminated land remedial measures, “prior to the occupation of any affected properties”. It is my understanding that these reports have still not been provided. Are any of the houses currently occupied classed as “affected properties”? If so, they would be occupied in contravention of the planning conditions.
He is still to receive a response. Mark Barratt of Transportation was also copied into this.
Cllr Glen also reported back on his correspondence with Planning. In general, Fife Council Planning prefer to let developments progress, and are risk averse in terms of their decision making. The Community Council however is concerned that they do not appear to ensure that developers like Barratts meet the Conditions which are an integral part of the Planning Permission, and that this approach could have serious repercussions.
We await word from Jamie Penman regarding our queries, and it was also agreed that the Secretary would email National Gas Transmissions.
On a related matter, S Ballinger pointed out that “Pitconochie” should have only one “n”.
Carnegie’s Way   
A Hibbert provided a report following the meeting held online earlier that day, with himself and A Rintoul in attendance. In attendance on the Fife Council side were Victor, Lucy and Andy Keba, who has taken over from Allan MacLean. 
AK reported that he was disappointed by the Stantec report, and didn’t feel that it came down definitively on the side of one route or another. He was also disappointed that the costings were very broad brush, and noted that he needed to ensure that accurate costings for alternative routes were available, as a decision can’t be made without such information. The ground investigations will also need to be done to inform the costings, but these will have to be delayed until early next year, as other reports concerning the routes have to be completed first. 
He also noted that the Lovers’ Loan route could be done quickly – within two years or so – and asked whether we would be willing to go down that route. Alastair and I both said that such a route would just not be used. It would take users to entirely the wrong area, and leave them with a 200 ft ascent up to the town centre, which would hardly appeal to users pushing buggies or wheelchair users. It was pointed out that when we surveyed residents a few years ago, almost no-one thought that the Lovers Loan route was one which they would want to use. We were very much against it.
He noted our views. He and Lucy will organise the provision of the necessary reports, so that the ground investigations can go ahead, and feed into the costings. Lucy would arrange another meeting for us.
A member of the public wanted to know if the north side of the A994 had been chosen as the route. It was confirmed to her that no decision had been made on that, and that the Community Council was of the view that the other side of the A994 – the south side – was the more appropriate route. She also noted that there is also a bus stop on the south side of the road – albeit that there is currently no actual “bus stop” pole – but there is an area of tarmac on which it is possible to stand.

Playpark
[bookmark: _Hlk215774581]V Carr provide an update. He will attend Fife Funders Fayre in October to see if any funders present can provide assistance with our Playpark. He has enquired about funding from the Common Good Fund and is waiting to hear about this, and had put in an application to the George Weir Trust for £25,000, and is also waiting to hear about this. We do have approval for £50-60,000 from Fife Council, but any other funding would bring forward the timescale, as Crossford is not seen as a high priority. 
He is still to do a consultation at Crossford Primary School, following the one at Cairneyhill, and will see if that can be arranged. 
On a related matter, S Ballinger asked if we could get Fife Council to cut back the hedge on the south side of the car park, as the benches backing onto that can’t be used as the hedge is overgrown. D Hay will follow up on this.

Footpath repairs 
King George V Park: Ronnie Collins considering options for round the park.
Targate Road: A Hibbert reported that there is still an invoice outstanding to Ronnie Collins. He also has to lay gravel down on the wet area at the entrance to the stables, and Alastair will get back to him on this.
Morar Rd green area trees 
A member of the public asked what Fife Council had done about the trees, other than taking down one large limb overhanging his garden in Arkaig Dr. S Ballinger had reported that the Fife Council arborist and his team were along in June and carried out work on the trees at this location and others. A Rintoul has contacted the arborist to find out what work was done at each of the locations previously discussed, but Brian Taylor is currently on leave and will not be back until the end of September. The Secretary, A Rintoul, will let the member of the public know what work had been carried out, and whether there was any other work planned, once he hears from the Council. 
He is also still waiting to hear about the trees owned by the Keavil and backing onto houses at Meadow View etc. 


SEPA
A Hibbert has emailed SEPA regarding sampling the Crossford Burn, and got a very non-committal response. We still don’t know why there is such little life in the burn. A Hibbert will follow up and ask for the water to be tested.  
Litter on approach roads into Crossford
Cllr Boubaker-Calder is progressing her enquiries as to whether litter picking on these roads can be done under the “Community Payback” scheme.	

4.GALA COMMITTEE – PVG CERTIFICATES AND GRANTS
D Hay asked Cllr Glen when we could apply for funding for the fireworks. Cllr Glen suggested that this should be done as soon as possible, while funds were still available. 
B Shaw noted that the Gala Committee has had to change its supplier for the fireworks, as the previous supplier has ceased business. The new supplier was more expensive – by £1,000 – and would be doing a shorter display. It would thus be very helpful to get additional funding for this event. Cllr Glen suggested that application could be made for Local Community Funding, on a project specific basis, and D Hay will follow up on this. 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
 The Chairman noted that Links Park has been mown. He will contact Paul McLelland to find out what their cutting schedule is. 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that he has recently enrolled into an interest-bearing account but it requires 32 days’ notice to release funds from our Monies Held in Trust. It has successfully generated some additional income which will help to offset the monthly bank account service charge. 
The minimum balance is £10,000 so we will keep this afloat for the short term until we receive our yearly Annual Grant from Fife Council. Once we go below this sum, we will have to look at alternative options which generate interest. 
.




Funds at 20th September 2026
			
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	£15,148.68

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Interest Earned (MHIT - Savings Account)
	£14.76
	

	
	£14.76
	£15,163.44

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Bank of Scotland Account Service Charge (x2)
	£8.50
	

	Compost Bag x40
	£324.00
	

	Chair Expenses
	£17.89
	

	Bird & Bat Boxes (*MHIT)
	£393.91
	

	
	-£744.30
	£14,419.14

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Monies Held in Trust
	
	

	Fife Council CRF (Allotment & Wetland Park Project)
	£5,000.00
	

	Dunfermline & West Fife Rights of Way
	£1,918.99
	

	CREATE (Funds for Surface Renewal)
	£2,309.46
	

	Rotary Donation for Bird & Bat boxes *
	£106.09
	(-£393.91)

	Crossford Chronicle Printing
	£600.00
	

	
	-£9,934.54
	£4,484.60

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Community Council Balance
	=
	£4,484.60

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Unpresented Transactions
	
	

	N/A
	
	

	
	
	

	Balance Represented As:
	
	

	Community Account
	£4,075.93
	

	Monies Held in Trust (32 day Notice Account)
	£10,343.21
	









7. COMMUNITY COUNCIL WEBSITE

J Lauchlan and V Carr to update the website.
	


	




8. LOCAL PLACE PLAN
A Rintoul is still waiting to hear from the Chair of the School Parent Council regarding their preferences for any new Nursery building. 

9. CROSSFORD CHRONICLE REPORT
It was agreed at the last meeting that we would look at other means of producing a Crossford Chronicle, but we would still need someone to coordinate the production of a simpler form of Newsletter, and compile it. 
D Hay has put together a leaflet about this which can be distributed through the Facebook page and through the school magazine, and we hope that we can get someone to take over the responsibilities. 

11.CORRESPONDENCE

1. Email from Cllr Glen.100826
2. Email from Cllr Glen re temp traffic lights.100826
3. AH and SEPA re Crossford Burn.110826
4. Derek Glen/D Hay re Pitconochie devt.120826
5. Emails Gerry Gaffney and Cllr AB-C.130826
6. FVA Report.140826
7. Weekly update.170826
8. JL to JJ.190826
9. FVA email.210826
10. FVA Health and Social Care.240826
11. Weekly Update.240826
12. Craig Leishman Barratt to DH.260826
13. FVA Funders Fayre.260826
14. FVA Bulletin.280826
15. Weekly update.310826
16. Email Gerry Gaffney.3120826
17. GG to DH and AR re Pitconochie.030926
18. FVA Bulletin 040926
19. GG to AB-C.050926
20. FVA Bulletin.110926
21. AR to JP re Pitconnochie.130926
22. FVA Trustee Forum.150926
23. FVA Children etc.160926
24. FVA Bulletin 180926

A Rintoul noted that he had forwarded copies of the more important items of correspondence to members

12. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications registered 
Date 	           Reference 	       Proposal				  	      Address
25/09/26       26/02350/FULL   replacement detached garage                9 Cairn Grove  
                                                                                                                 Crossford
30/08/26       26/02111/CLP            certificate of lawfulness                   7 Cairn Grove
                                                 Single storey extension to side               Crossford 
01/09/26       26/02392/APN     Farm related building works                  Urquhart Farm
                                                                                                                Crossford
                                                  
Applications Determined
Decision Date   Reference/Decision    	     Proposal	        		    Address
None                   
         
Work Commenced
Reference 	      Date Commenced           Proposal 		               Address                                          
None                                            

Work Completed	
Reference	      Date Completed	        Proposal		                Address
None.


13. AOCB
a) Cllr Glen asked the Community Council to note that Fife Council was going out to Consultation on funding for Community Councils, and we should go onto the Fife Council website and look for “CCReview26” and respond. 
D Quarm noted that Pete Doggett has applied for the usual road closure for Remembrance Sunday.

14. DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING.
The next meeting for Crossford Community Council will take place on Monday, 26th October 2026, at 7.15pm in Crossford Village Hall, Crossford. 

ADDITIONAL ACTION POINTS
1. A Rintoul to forward Police Report to Community Council members once it is received.
2. A Rintoul to report back on discussions with Jamie Penman of Fife Council planners, regarding Douglas Dr being used as access for up to more than 100 houses until June 2027; drainage issue; and the Verification Reports re contaminated land remedial measures.
3. A Rintoul to report back on the view of Mark Barratt of Fife Council re Douglas Dr being used as the main entrance to the development until June 2027, for over 100 houses, and on whether signage following the development will say which houses in the new development will access it via Douglas Dr.
4. A Rintoul and D Hay to find out at next meeting whether Barratts would be providing fibre optics for internet connectivity, among other things.
5. V Carr to attend Fife Funders Fayre, and to report back on other funding opportunities which he has explored.
6. A Hibbert to continue to liaise with Ronnie Collins and Susan Jack re the drainage improvements, and surfacing of the footpath.
7. A Rintoul to keep the resident at Pitfirrane Park updated re disputed ownership of trees to rear, and to report back on correspondence regarding the issue of trees to rear of Meadow View, which need cutting back, with Keavil House Hotel.
8. A Hibbert to report back on contact with SEPA re sampling and analysis of Crossford Burn water
9. A Rintoul to report back on contact with Fife Council arborist re green areas, once he finds out exactly what they have done.
10. D Hay to follow up on possible application for project specific funding for the fireworks display, through Local Community Funding. 
11. J Lauchlan to arrange to move some Community Council funds to an Account which would bear interest.
12. A Rintoul to report back on Nursery, once he hears from School Parent Council, and take this forward in Local Place Plan.
13. Cllr Boubaker-Calder to contact Fife Council street cleaning team regarding need for litter picking on all roads into Crossford, and also the possibility of this being done under Community Payback.
14. J Lauchlan and V Carr to update Community Council website
15. D Hay to put message on Crossford Residents Page on Facebook re Chronicle, and to arrange for note which he has written to be distributed via the Crossford Residents page on Facebook and though the school magazine.
16. D Hay to contact Fife Council to arrange meeting re future of Links Park, to persuade Fife Council to seek ownership in order to develop as a Community facility.
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